CHAPTER II.

OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES:    OPERATIONS  ON  THE N.-E.  FRONTIER.

BRITISH and Burman interests first clashed at the end of the
eighteenth century.

At this time the people of Ava, having successfully liberated
themselves from the yoke of Pegu, were now masters of that king-
dom, and having met with almost uninterrupted success in all their
wars for the past fifty years, as has already been shown, they were
arrogantly turning their attention to fresh conquests, including
Arakan, Assam, and even Bengal itself.

In 1784, Bhodaw Paya, the king of Burma, invaded and annexed
Arakan, but the Arakanese rebelling, some of them fled to Bengal
to seek British protection. The Burmese governor of Arakan
haughtily demanded their surrender, which Lord Wellesley refused
on the grounds that having sought the protection of Great Britain,
he was unable to give them up. Anxious, however, to avoid hostil-
ities, a British mission was sent to Ava, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Symes, to settle this dispute, and also "to procure for British
traders immunity from the oppression and extortion to which they
were continually subjected on their visits to Burman ports."
Colonel Symes met with scant ceremony from the Burmese, but a
treaty ensued, the beneficial results of which, however, only
lasted a short time.

Other missions were sent to Ava, but they met with more indig-
nity and less success than had Lieutenant-Colonel Symes, and in
1811, a serious rebellion having broken out in Arakan, the king of
Ava believed it had been instigated by the English, and consequent-
ly laid an embargo on all British ships in Rangoon.

This was sufficient cause for hostilities, but owing to Lord
Hastings' wars, which had secured the peace of India, having
been so strenuously denounced in England, his successors were
loth to enter on so expensive an alternative, and accordingly yet
another mission was sent to Ava.